“Scientific American Frontiers: Galapagos”

1. How were the Galapagos Islands formed?

2. How did they get their name?

3. What were the tortoises being used for during Darwin’s time?

4. What does “endemic” mean?

5. How did the iguanas arrive on different islands?

6. What do the bright colors on an iguana mean?

7. What is the iguana’s favorite food/

8. How has the El Nino affected the marine iguana population?

9. What’s up with the “sneakers”?  What are they trying to do?

10. Briefly, what’s the story of the Baby Booby Killer?  Why does it do that?

11. What happens if the Booby moms try to feed both babies and keep both of them alive?????

12. How do the mockingbirds and the frigate birds affect the Boobies?

13. What are some of the problems associated with having humans coming to live on the Galapagos Islands?

14. What affects the gender of the baby tortoises?

15. How do the scientists regulate the answer to the above question?

16. What animals compete most with the tortoises for resources?

17. What animal associated with humans is competing with the penguins?

18.  What are some of the benefits and the drawbacks to eco-tourism?

19. Name one “introduced” species?

20. What percentage of the original species of the Galapagos is still alive today?

21.  Why is it important to all of us to maintain biological diversity?

