Blood Types

An example of multiple alleles.

In humans, blood types refer to two carbohydrates on the surface of red blood cells, known as A and B.

They are determined by three alleles:    IA, IB, and I

The allele I means that neither carbohydrate is present

Of blood type alleles IA, IB, and i, only the latter is recessive.

Blood type alleles IA and IB   are codominant.

What are the four possible blood types resulting from the alleles IA, IB, and i?

a. A, B, AB and O

Rh factor (Rhesus factor) 

Rh+ indicates you have the Rh antigen in your bllood (antigens are foreign substances that create an autoimmune response)
Rh+ babies cause problems for future babies

